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SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE

Advent is upon us!
Advent is a me to prepare for the arrival of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Savior. We await the coming of the Word in
ﬂesh long ago to Mary and Joseph while also wai ng for
Jesus Christ to come back once again. We await both at
once. We prepare ourselves for the arrival… We prepare
the way for the Lord.
John (the bap zer), Jesus’ second cousin, heralded the
coming over 2,000 years ago wearing camel’s hair and
ea ng locusts in the wilderness outside of Judah. Don’t
worry, our wai ng and preparing won’t look anything like
John’s in a lot of ways. BUT…it will look like it in many other
ways.
No other ﬁgure is more appropriate for us to hear from
in our me of prepara on than John. He was the herald,
chosen by God, to prepare the way for Jesus’ ﬁrst advent.
He will be ours for Jesus’ second, too.
We will have a 3-week sermon series beginning
November 27th using Adam Hamilton’s “Prepare the Way
or the Lord” book. Three of our four adult Sunday School
classes will study the book in more detail. If you are not
currently par cipa ng in a Sunday School class, now is a
wonderful me to begin. Learning together around a table,
studying and sharing in fellowship is one of the greatest
tools we have to nurture our faith in Christ and rela onship
with the body.
We will have one service on December 18th
–Pastor Joe

Once again, the Missions Commi ee will be
suppor ng The Salva on Army in its eﬀort
to help the underprivileged children in our community
have a happier Christmas.
We have 50 angels who need to be adopted. The
Angels will be available November 6th, so that you will
have plenty of me to choose your Angel and do the
shopping involved. The gi s need to be turned in by
the ﬁrst Sunday in December. DO NOT WRAP THE
GIFTS!!! The Salva on Army requests that
clothing be provided. Please make sure that there is at
least one complete ou it. The children’s
parents will be able to pick appropriate toys for their
children prior to the party where they will
receive their gi s. Thank you so much for your
willingness to help a needy child have a Merry
Christmas. As Jesus said “what you do for others, you
do for me”.
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Young at Heart will meet Wednesday, November 2nd
at 11:30 in the Fellowship Hall. YOU are invited. See
Elda Myers for more informa on.
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Exit 0 Hygiene Bags
Exit 0 is a faith-based
organization that has been
serving The Southern
Indiana area homeless
population since
November 2008. Meals
and basic human needs
are provided to The Jeffersonville area homeless and
very low income families.
We are collecting supplies for male and female
hygiene bags. Please drop donations in the
designated bin in the sanctuary.
On January 15, 2023 at 1:00PM in SUMC Fellowship
hall for pizza and packing hygiene bags.
What to add in a Female Hygiene Bag…….
●

Bible Track or Encouragement letter
● 1 Wash rag
● 1 Body wash 2-1
● 1 Bar of soap
● 1 Deodorant
● 2 Razors
● 25 Q-Tips
● 12 Tampons
● 12 Pads
● 1 Toothbrush
● 1 Toothpaste
● 1 Comb
● 1 Pair of Socks
● 1 Travel Size Lotion
● 1 Travel Size Hand Sanitizer
● 1 Travel Size First Aid Kit

What to add in a Male Hygiene Bag…….
●

Bible Track or Encouragement letter
● 1 Washrag
● 1 Body wash 2-1
● 1 Bar of soap
● 1 Deodorant
● 2 Razors
● 25 Q-Tips
● 1 Toothbrush
● 1 Toothpaste
● 1 Comb
● 1 Pair of Socks
● 1 Travel Size Lotion
● 1 Travel Size Hand Sanitizer
● 1 Travel Size First Aid Kit
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Lois Ke erer was
presented the 2022
Special Recogni on
Award pin at the United
Women in Faith
It’s going to be a

mee ng in November.

sweet me at our

Lois is a member of

December Christmas

Centenary UMC, but

mee ng. Ladies,

she joined Sellersburg

bring a few dozen

UMW sixteen years ago

cookies and we’ll swap them out . . . . . but not before

when the unit at her church folded. Lois is a faithful

we taste a few. We will also package some up to take

member of Sellersburg UWF and has served as

to our ladies who can’t make it to mee ngs. Bring the

secretary for many years. Over the years she also

kids to join in the fun and fellowship. Mark your
calendar!

served in many oﬃces on the South District leadership
team. This award is to show Lois how much

Sunday, December 11, 2022

2:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

Sellersburg United Women in Faith mee ng on
November 13, 2022.

Sellersburg values her
and appreciates her
dedica on and hard
work.

Phyllis Hunefeld at 502-693-3696
or Phyllis.hunefeld@gmail.com
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SUMC Prayer Chain
If you’d like to be a part of our prayer chain, you can join by
sending the message “@sumcprayr” to the number
“81010” in a text using your phone. If you’d like to sign up
UMC WOW Kids is now SUMC Kids Club!

for emails, then you can send an email to
sellersburgumc@gmail.com and let us know so we can get

Calling all kids to join SUMC Kids Club!

you signed up.

We are mee ng monthly on Wednesdays from 6pm - 7pm
in the Fellowship Hall.
Come join us for food, fellowship and ac vi es!
Our Theme for December is on the Fruit of the Spirits Gala ans 5:22
December 18 - Christmas Caroling 4pm at Maple Manor
Come join us for Sunday Services:
9:00 am Children's Church

Please con nue to remember our members who have been
in the hospital and are now recupera ng at home. They
appreciate your prayers and your cards. If you are
interested or want more informa on on how you can be
part of this ministry, please see me or give me a call.

10:00 am Sunday School
11:00 am Children's Church
Nursery available for all services.

Kathy Waterman 812-256-5298

In 2023 Kids Club will meet monthly on the second
Wednesday of the month at 6-7PM
We will study What Really Ma ers! Curriculum- Using
Philippians 4:8 as a guide, kids will learn to live their faith
more fully right now by ﬁxing their thoughts and ac ons on
What Really Ma ers!
January 11, 2023 the theme is "What is True!”
Join us for a meal, Bible discussion, cra , and fellowship!

Newsle er Ar cles
Newsle er ar cles are due by the 17th of each month.
Please submit any and all ar cles by then to the
church oﬃce.

sellersburgumc@gmail.com
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Student Ministry update:
The new direc on for our children and youth is to
combine the ministries under one umbrella called
“Student Ministries.” This restructuring comes as a
result of our adjustments to staﬀ and ﬁnancial needs.
All students aged 0-17 years old will be a part of SUMC
Student Ministries. Pastor Joe is heading up these
ministries as we walk through the next several months
of iden fying the speciﬁcs of what this ministry will
oﬀer for the families in our community.
In October the parents of younger students
met to discuss what they want to see from the church
and its ministries for their families. The emphasis
desired from that mee ng was a place for students to
belong and feel loved by an extended family. The work
of the church for younger students is to focus on their
hearts more than their head meaning we will not be
trying to teach them facts and stories to memorize
from the Bible. Rather, we will be focusing on how to
treat one another and nurturing connec on for
students to one another, their teachers, and their
church.
As students get older, typically third grade, we
will begin to focus on their heads as well as their
hearts. We will provide them with a Bible and begin to
encourage them to study and learn about our
scripture. Having established a strong and nurturing
connec on with the church ﬁrst, they will feel
comfortable to explore their faith found in their Bible.
We will nurture this growth more and more as they
grow up un l they are ready for Conﬁrma on (during
middle school years).

December 2022
Another emphasis was on being missional and
in service to our community. Therefore, we are having
once a month gatherings of students and families. Half
of the months together will be focused on fellowship
and connec on. The other half will focus on missional
projects which the students can engage alongside of
their families and other adults.
Once per quarter we will also par cipate in an
all-church event to show students how they are
connected to everyone who is a part of the SUMC
family. Whether it’s working in the church garden with
adults and holding an egg-hunt (in the spring), hos ng
VBS with a large group of church volunteers (summer),
helping with the BBQ Pork Dinner and Trunk or Treat
(fall), or an Advent Cra event and caroling at Maple
Manor (winter), the whole church will have a chance
to be together and grow in our faith and service to
Jesus Christ.
You can ﬁnd posters on bulle n boards
detailing the plans for all of 2023 for younger
students. We will con nue to oﬀer Children’s Church
on Sunday mornings during both services as well as
Sunday School classes. We will also con nue to have
once a month SUMC Kids Club at church to share a
meal, learn, cra , sing, and have fun.
For older students, we are in conversa on with
parents about what the church will oﬀer them. We are
currently planning Conﬁrma on for the spring as well
as other seasonal ac vi es which work around the
already busy schedules of students and their families.
If you are a parent of an older student or know
of a student who would be interested in engaging with
the church’s Student Ministries, please contact Pastor
Joe to begin connec ng so we can build a program
that works best for the students who are ready to
engage.
joe.sanford@inumc.org
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do — it comes pre y naturally to most of us. Yet, for
some reason, when we come to a sacred place to
worship, our minds race, our hearts aren’t quite in it,
and we far too o en fail to prepare the way for the
spirit to work in and through us.

Seemingly, while nobody was looking, December
showed up, and the year is almost over. I know each
month I express shock at how quickly the year seems
to pass, but this month feels like it came par cularly
fast. It doesn’t help that the sights and sounds of
Christmas began ﬁlling the stores and our
consciousness earlier than ever. The Halloween
pumpkins hadn’t even had me to rot before the
Christmas decora ons went up in the neighborhoods.
Perhaps you can relate to the feeling, or maybe you
relish this tradi on of preparing for Christmas as early
as possible. Whatever your take on the celebra ons
and fes vi es, I am certain that you will not be able to
miss the sights and sounds of Christmas. Being
involved in crea ve worship and the music ministry, I
am acutely aware of the songs and sounds that ﬁll our
stores, streets and souls this month.

Each week during this me we call preparing for
worship, we are asked to simply let go of the busyness
and bustle of our daily lives so that we can be present
with and commune with our loving God. Some weeks
it’s harder than others, but consciously preparing our
hearts and lives for our Lord to work in and through us
brings us closer to God.
In much the same way, our celebra on of advent this
year will prepare for the coming of Christ — not just
the birth we celebrate on December 25 every year, but
also for his impact on us and the world we live in. It’s
easy to get caught up in the trappings of Christmas
without this prepara on, so be mindful this season.
Prepare for worship. Prepare for Christ to use you this
advent season to honor and glorify our God in all that
you do. Above all, prepare the way for the Lord!

In our church building and body we do things each
year to signify the advent season. We joyfully decorate
our sacred space, and we light candles each week: for
hope, peace, joy, and love. We sing the songs of
Christ’s coming, building an cipa on for his birth.
Mark Ri er

While this season seems to come eﬀortlessly—we
deck the halls, we sing the songs, and we tell the story
of Christ’s birth—nothing could be farther from the
truth. Prepara ons must be made. Advent is a me of
prepara on for the coming of Christ.
As our worship services, songs, and sermons focus on
preparing the way for the Lord, I encourage each of
you to take a moment now, before all of the hubbub
of Christmas begins around you to solemnly prepare a
way for the Lord in your heart and life.
Each week in worship, we take a moment to breathe.
This is something we generally don’t have to be told to

Choir Rehearsals
Wednesday - 5:30 PM

Praise Team Rehearsals
Wednesday - 6:30 PM
All are welcome to join; no prior experience is
necessary, only a joyful heart willing to sing praises.
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Prepare the Way for the Lord
As we go through the prepara ons of advent, and look
to the new year, I’d like to point out some of the literal
prepara ons I see in the ministries where I serve, as
well as highlight some of the areas where you, too,
might be able to prepare and serve.

SUMC CHRISTMAS CANTATA
Created and Arranged by Stan Pethel

Born a Savior, Born a King
Sunday, December 18, 2022
10:00 AM Joint Musical Service
Oﬀered by the SUMC Sanctuary Choir Ministry |
Directed by Special Guest Tony Goforth! Special
Musical Arrangements featuring soloists, Ladies’ Trio,
as well as countless familiar hymns & Christmas carols
you won’t want to miss singing along to!
As we enter Advent, we reﬂect with long-awaited
an cipa on and prepara on for Christ Jesus’ birth.
The songs of the season will ﬁnally be shared in
hear elt worship through the SUMC Choir Christmas
Cantata as we share the good news of Christ’s birth!
Please join the church body on Sunday, December 18,
2022, at 10:00AM for a joint musical worship service.
Throughout this special service, we will incorporate
many of the Sunday morning tradi onal service
elements into a me where scripture readings will be
oﬀered, prayer will be li ed, fellowship will be
abundant, and a special message in song from our
dedicated sanctuary choir, will be delivered. It will be a
me of celebra on, reverence, and joy, as we consider
the wonder and meaning of what Christmas is all
about!
The SUMC Choir ministry is always looking to add new
voices of any age, gender, or musical experience. Our
welcoming group would love to have you join us for a
rehearsal on Wednesday evenings at our new me –
5:30-6:30PM in the sanctuary.

Each week we have rota ng liturgists oﬀer a welcome,
lead us in preparing our hearts for worship, and read
both the call to worship and response to the word. If
this is an area you feel led to serve, the commitment is
for a month at a me. Please see Pastor Joe to be
added to the monthly rota on.
Each quarter, our crea ve worship team meets to
discuss ways in which we can enhance and elevate the
worship experience. We explore the reasons for our
worship and the goals we want to achieve in worship.
We o en look at and consider how previous ac vi es,
services and seasons have gone, look for ways to
improve, and prepare for future worship. If you are
blessed with crea vity and love to worship, please
consider this commi ee as an opportunity to help
guide the church through crea ve worship. Please see
Pastor Joe, Mark Ri er, or Janet Werle if you are
interested in this ministry.
Our music ministry oﬀers several opportuni es to
prepare the way for the Lord! Our choir meets every
Wednesday evening at 5:30P in the sanctuary for our
weekly rehearsals. The choir helps lead worship on
Sunday mornings and sings special musical oﬀerings
throughout the year. We spend weeks preparing these
beau ful hymns and song arrangements that are
oﬀered in the service as a sacriﬁce of praise. Men and
women of any level of musical ability are welcomed.
The only requirement is that you come with a heart of
worship. If you feel called to this ministry, see Mark
Ri er or simply a end one of our 5:30P Wednesday
evening rehearsals.
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We are called to worship in spirit and in truth (John
4:24), and our Sunday worship praise team seeks to
honor this calling every week. If you are blessed with
instrumental, vocal, or any other musical gi and
feel led to share, please consider if God is calling you
to serve in our Sunday worship praise team. We meet
on Wednesday evenings at 6:30P to rehearse worship
music. Our services oﬀer a blended style of worship
music, and the team leads these songs during Sunday
morning worship. Usually this includes guitars, piano,
and vocalists, but we would love to expand our
worship team to include a percussionist. Any other
musical addi ons that seek to glorify God are
welcome — we do not put a limit on what God is
doing in our church and its many ministries! Please
see Pastor Joe or Mark Ri er if you feel called to serve
in this capacity.
As you can imagine, there are many other areas to
serve and many other ways to prepare the way for the
Lord in our church. Please consider as we approach
the end of 2022, how God is calling you to serve in
2023. Be prepared for God to answer these prayers for
guidance and direc on, and be prepared for the Lord
to use you as an instrument of praise for his perfect
will!

December 2022
In November, the
Governing Board honored
Lori Rice with a recep on
and card shower in
recogni on of
her many years as Youth
Minister. We celebrated
with a video, presenta on
of a Holy Bible imprinted
with her name and a shower of cards. It was a great
me of celebra on of Lori’s many hours of leading
youth to a deeper commitment to Christ in a loving
fellowship. Many events over the years brought our
youth together as they a ended summer camps,
Winter Jam, building parade ﬂoats and weekly
mee ngs where they learned about the Bible and
God’s love for them.
We greatly appreciate Lori for her faithful service and
wish her the very best as she expands her
horizons in new paths of service here at SUMC.
Proverbs 22:6 “Train children in the way they should
go; when they grow old, they won’t depart from it.”
Janet Werle, PSPR Commi ee
Adver singdiva10@gmail.com

Online Church Directory - Fill out a Welcome
Card (located in the pews) with your name, address,
email, and/or phone number so we can get you into
our system. Once you have a proﬁle (which is only for
church use), you can go to sumc.churchtrac.com to
get connected to everyone else. You can connect with
other church
a enders/members as
well as access your giving
records.
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Birthday List
See a mistake or omission? Need a mailing address for a
card? Call the church oﬃce (812) 246-2502 or email
sellersburgumc@gmail.com

December
● Melville Miller Dec 2
● Bill Nunn Dec 3
● Jacob Loppnow Dec 12
● Lois Pickel Dec 12
● Sylvia Liburd Dec 14
● Terry Sims Dec 15
● Darrell Boman Dec 15
● Barb Koehler Dec 18
● Joyce Adams Dec 19
● Jennifer Po s Dec 25
● Lillian Cur s Dec 25

December 2022

Prayer List
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Joyce Adams
Don & Janet Broady
Mark Ri er’s Grandfather
Patricia Wallace, friend of Elda Myers
Jan Johnson (cancer treatment)
Dianne Merillat
Carolyn Cur s
The people of Ukraine and world leaders
Tim Johnson - wai ng for heart transplant
Unspoken Prayer Requests
10. Alice & Denny Jones
11. Kathy Waterman’s brother Paul Powell
12. Leroy Coulter-had a stroke and COVID
13. Tony’s friends mother-Bonnie-has cancer
14. Shannon Hart & family
15. Janice Jones
16. Sabrina Raab
17. Harlo Hardy’s sister Heather for healing
18. David heart issues & pneumonia
19. Larry Dewi
20. Monte & Anna (Carol Voyles’ brother)
21. Tyler Rice
22. Michael Donahue
23. Jack Myers
24. Nora Pritche ’s family in grieving

January

● James Wells Jan 1
● Nancy Elrod Jan 6
● Elda Myers Jan 7
● Connie Nunn Jan 15
● John Scannapieco Jr. Jan 21
● Marilyn McClure Jan 23
● Andy Beyl Jan 23
● Gloria Hutchinson Jan 24
● Nora Pritche Jan 28
● Leone Carter Jan 31
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Bob Waterman - Finance Chair
bobwaterman@msn.com
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