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Pastor's Pen…
I saw a headline a couple of weeks ago that said, this is

the last weekend of 2023 without an NFL game. The

football fans among us are gearing up for a new

season. The baseball fans are getting excited as we

edge closer to the payoffs in October. Spain just

celebrated winning the Women’s World Cup in soccer.

There is a lot of excitement for our sports fans. There is

an excitement, I suppose, in watching an event not

knowing how it’s going to turn out. You hope your

team wins, but you can’t be sure of the outcome until

the final whistle is blown or final out is called.

Winning and losing isn’t just for our sports fans,

however. There are a lot of places in our lives that

make us feel like we are winning, or perhaps losing.

Working extra hard in hopes of a promotion is one

example. Those with major health issues often talk

about beating their illness, or not letting it win.

Sometimes we set personal goals for ourselves around

health, or money management. We can feel like we are

winning or losing in attaining our goals. Where are you

winning…or losing?

Our faith journey can also feel like a struggle that we

are winning or losing. Sometimes, we feel closer to

God than others. Perhaps you feel like you are losing

ground in your faith journey. Or perhaps you are

concerned about the faith journey of someone else.

Jesus, and the Bible as a whole, had a lot more to say

on the subject than you might imagine. Over five

weeks, starting August 27th, we will take a close look

at our weekly scriptures from the Gospel of Matthew

from the perspective of winning and losing. You might

be surprised by what Jesus has to say on the subject of

winning and losing.

Join me August 27 through September 24th for my

sermon series “Winning and Losing in the Gospel of

Matthew” If you miss a week, the recording will be

available on our Youtube channel and links are now

being posted each week on our Facebook page.

Blessings, Pastor John

Bible Study

Pastor John will be leading a Bible study

Friday mornings at 10:00am. They will

meet in room 2.

Everyone is welcome to join the Bible study, even if

you can't come every week.
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During this month, Pastor John and I
are going out to visit the members of
the church who are no longer able to
get into the church. If you would like
us to visit you, please let me know so
that we can set up an appointment to
visit.

Kathy Waterman - 812-256-5298

The Young-At-Heart Pitch-in will gather at 11:30 a.m.

on Wednesday, September 6, in Fellowship Hall. On

the menu will be fried chicken and meatballs. The

entertainment will be BINGO. All are welcome!

Phyllis Hunefeld (502-693-3696)

Maureen Atkinson (812-786-2119)

A special event is planned for Sellersburg United

Women in Faith on September 10. Stay tuned for more

information.

For more information please
contact Phyllis Hunefeld

at 502-693-3696 or
phyllis.hunefeld@gmail.com.

2



Words to the Wise September 2023

3



Words to the Wise September 2023

"Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may continually

come; you have given the command to save me, for

you are my rock and my fortress." Thus reads the third

stanza of Psalm 73. Our God is a steadfast anchor upon

which we are invited by Grace to rely. This analogy

captures the hearts of believers today as it did in the

days of the Apostles. Exemplary in these prayers is the

hymn we call Rock of Ages.

Penned in 1775 by Anglican minister Augustus Toplady,

there is an often repeated fable of its writing. The

story goes that Toplady, while traveling through a

valley in the north of England, was struck by a storm.

To seek shelter, he wedged himself among the rocks

and was inspired at that moment to write the hymn's

opening lines. Though this story is likely a later

fabrication it yet illustrates just the same longing for

shelter in life that leads us all to walk as Christians.

Whether He is to you a firm foundation on which to

build your life, an anchor on which to rest the weary,

or the shelter from wrath, we remember that God is

the rock of all of our lives.

You can reach me at 502-741-3965 or at

collindaily41@gmail.com.

Feel free to approach me

after service as well.

Habitat for Humanity Clark & Floyd Indiana has
volunteer opportunities this summer to participate
in their WomenBuild and Community Build. Sign

up on their site at
https://events.civicchamps.com/organizations/2879

/calendar/month

SUMC Prayer Chain

If you’d like to be a part of our prayer chain, you can join

by sending the message “@sumcprayr” to the number

“81010” in a text using your phone. If you’d like to sign

up for emails, then you can send an email to

sellersburgumc@gmail.com and let us know so we can

get you signed up.
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Birthday List
See a mistake or omission? Need a mailing address for a

card? Contact the church office sellersburgumc@gmail.com

September

● William Durham Aug 1

● Allison Sims Aug 1

● Lori Rice Aug 1

● Betsy Boman Aug 2

● Janice Jones Aug 2

● Marcia Schiller Aug 3

● Alan Pritchett Aug 5

● Judy Lewis Aug 5

● Sheila Mapes Aug 8

● Lois Lewis Aug 10

● Carolyn Curtis Aug 11

● Rodney Lewis Aug 12

● Ralph Raeinhardt Aug 16

● James Mattingly Aug 16

● Alice Jones Aug 22

● Juliette Sanford Aug 22

● Lyla Sanford Aug 22

● Jim Lewis Aug 27

October

● John Wesson Oct 5

● Doris Prentice Oct 8

● Bob Waterman Oct 13

● Kendra Reuille Oct 18

● Calista Werle Oct 21

● Jared Lickliter Oct 25

● Peggy Sayre Oct 28

● Regina Kerber Oct 28

● David Pickel Oct 31

Prayer List

1. Joyce Adams

2. Don & Janet Broady

3. Mark Ritter’s Grandfather

4. Jan Johnson

5. Dianne Merillat

6. Alice & Denny Jones

7. Janice Jones

8. Harlo Hardy’s sister Heather for healing

9. Larry Dewitt

10. Monte & Anna (Carol Voyles’ brother)

11. Danny Mills - cancer

12.The Curtis family in the death of Eleanor Jane

Curtis

13. Monty Stewart

14. Pastor John’s parents in their recovery

15. McClain Family in their grief

16. Chris Dunn family in their grief (Janet Werle’s

nephew)

17. The Mary Daily family in their sorrow

18. Misty Prettyman-upcoming surgery

19. The people of Ukraine

20. Maui, Hawaii wildfire victims
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In August, Pleasant Grove UMC hosted our

Annual Cluster Picnic; beautiful weather

brought out a large crowd. The food table was

laden with delicious salads, vegetable dishes

and desserts while anchored with hot dogs and

hamburgers supplied by the Cluster. There was

a very competitive tournament of Corn Hole

that entertained the participants and

observers, board games, a play set for the

children and lively conversation.

The United Methodist Congregations that were

represented were: Emmanuel, Otisco, Vienna,

Pleasant Grove, Memphis and Sellersburg. We

were organized in 2010 and have been

faithfully ministering to our communities since

then. We have distributed coloring books and

bibles at the Clark County 4-H Fair, held

revivals, co-hosted VBS, packaged foods for

distribution to food pantries and foreign

missions, prayed and supported each other

through the Covid pandemic and other trying

times of change.

Our next River Ridge Cluster meeting is

scheduled for October 9, 2023, 7:00 p.m. at

Memphis UMC, Memphis IN. Everyone is

welcome to attend and join us in our next

mission project to support the homeless.

Janet Werle,

Chair
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